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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-558
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: August 27, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU, F
Date of Analysis: August 15, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code waiver; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $53,000 from the Environmental Protection Fund to provide funding for environmental education and outreach activities of the Environmental Protection Board. It waives a provision of Ordinance Code Chapter 360 – Environmental Regulation – and Chapter 106 – Budget and Accounting Code – to permit the use of the fund for food and beverage costs associated with the annual EPB environmental symposium luncheon and for membership fees and training costs.  The Neighborhoods Department is designated as the oversight agency for the activity.
Background Information: The Environmental Protection Fund derives from fines levied as a result of administrative or judicial proceedings or for punitive or civil damages for violations of the City’s environmental regulations.  The Code outlines the permitted uses of the funds as restoration of polluted areas, removal or remedial actions to deal with pollution, recovery of costs and expenses, and education, outreach, surveys, studies, investigations, and special projects of a unique, one-time nature.  The code waiver is requested to permit use of the funds for recurring events and costs that the EPB deems to be educational and outreach activities of the board in support of its overall mission to raise awareness of environmental issues and to protect and restore the City’s natural environment.
Policy Impact Area: Environmental protection
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates$53,000 from the Environmental Protection Fund.
Analyst: Clements
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